
Write the letter of the matching meaning in the box next to each term.
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A Latin for “land belonging to no one”. A false idea used to justify
the British colonisation of Australia, overturned by the Mabo
decision.

B The authority of a people to govern themselves and their
territory.

C An area of land, waters and sky that a First Nations group
belongs to, cares for and has responsibility for.

D The ways a culture is shared and shown: stories, song, dance,
art, language and objects.

E One people setting up and taking control of a territory that
already belongs to another people.

F The First Nations people whose ancestors belonged to an area
before colonisation, and who keep their connections to it today.

G A community of people who share a language, history and
culture, and usually a territory.

H Recognition in Australian law of First Nations peoples’ rights
and interests in land and waters, under their own laws and
customs.

I The system that sets out how people are related, and their roles
and responsibilities to each other.

J Entering a territory to take possession of it. British colonisation
was experienced by First Nations Australians as an invasion.
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Yugambeh examples

Each example comes from the Yugambeh Nation website. Write the key term it shows.

1842 is the Yugambeh anno incursi.

wadjung means mother, and also mother’s sister.

The story of Jabreen and the three brothers.

jagun means country, ground, earth; ngalingah jagun means our country.

The Native Title Act 1993 set up the system after Mabo.

A sovereign First Nations people in the valleys of five rivers.

“We, the Yugambeh people … the Traditional Owners of this country.”

The Nation is committed to protecting this, calling it “inherent”.

The Mabo decision overturned it in 1992.

A penal colony was set up at Brisbane in 1824.

In your own words

Choose two terms and explain how they are connected.


